
Why Mexico? 
Why Now?

The explanation for locating WILD9 in Latin 
America is, quite simply, that it’s the right 

time in history. Nearly a billion people live in 
this region, and it includes some of the 

world’s largest economies. 

Equally important is Latin America’s unique 
importance to the health and viability of 

the planet. In terms of biodiversity, four out of 
fi ve of the world’s most biodiverse countries are 

here, including Mexico. Regions like 
the Mayan forests, the Amazon river and 

rainforest, and the plains of Patagonia are 
critical wild land areas and must be protected if 

our planet is to survive.

But Mexico itself was selected for WILD9 
for other, very important reasons. With nearly 

two percent of the world’s population, and a 
growing economic infl uence, Mexico has been 
called “The bridge between the developed and 

developing worlds.” Much of the world 
is watching Mexico as the country searches for 

new ways to manage a country of over 
100 million people, with both oil and culture 

as major exports. Another reason for Mexico’s 
selection is evident in the photo – the 

environmental lessons for civilization are all 
around us.  

By choosing Merida, we have intentionally put 
ourselves in the midst of the Mayan civilization. 

Clearly, the ruins and the pyramids are not 
simply links to our past, they are also lessons 

for our future. As the world-renowned scientist 
and author Jared Diamond wrote in his best-

selling book Collapse: “The societies that ended 
up collapsing, like the Maya, were among the 

most creative, advanced and successful – until 
poor management of their environment lead to 

their demise.”

Finally, the Yucatan itself is a living example 
of the potentially devastating effects of global 

warming. Nearly two million people live 
here, entirely dependent on fresh water from 
underground sources. But right now, as sea 

levels have begun to rise, salt water is seeping
into the underground rivers and aquifers, 

putting the entire region at risk. WILD9 will focus 
on this, and other related issues, 

because fresh water continues to be one of 
the most important issues of our time, a core 

area of work.
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One Planet 
Seven Days

While WILD9 may last only a week, the 
impact will last forever. Like every previous 
WWC, WILD9 is about results-oriented 
conservation.  Planned and executed over 
two years, the environmental efforts begin 
long before everyone comes together in 
Merida, where models and solutions will 
be featured in six major theme areas:

 Climate Change 

 Freshwater

 Fire

 Transboundary and Connectivity Issues

 Large Landscapes and Seascapes

 Human Communities in Transition

In each of these theme areas we will 
examine influences such as Science and 
Research, Law and Policy, Economic and 
Corporate Sustainability, Art and Culture, 
and even Indigenous Wisdom and Religion. 

There will be numerous training sessions 
for professionals, workshops and poster 
sessions, technical and associated 
organization meetings, a two-day 
Global Wilderness Forum, and five days 
of  Wilderness Working Sessions. 

But aside from the working sessions, WILD9 
will offer other incredible activities, such as 
regional eco tours, concerts and living art 
exhibits, and visits to the Mayan cities and 

the haciendas that make the Yucatan unlike 
any place on earth.

For more information, and a schedule of all 
WILD9 sessions, programs, and activities, 
please visit www.WILD9.org.
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In Nature,
You Are Never Alone

Perhaps there is no greater example of 
interdependency than what we see in nature. 

One species pollinates another. Predators and 
prey need one another to survive. One plant 

dies and becomes food for other plants to live.

In this way, humans are also interdependent. 
With other species as well as with ourselves. 

No environmental effort could succeed without 
these partnerships, and WILD9 is designed 

to nurture them.

Therefore, we’d like to acknowledge 
and give thanks to our partners, who 

are listed on the back of this brochure. By 
working together, we will achieve what 

would be impossible to do alone.

As the African word ubuntu conveys: 
“We do not belong because we are human. 

We are human because we belong.”
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The Opportunity 
of a Lifetime

After WILD9, it is unlikely that the World 
Wilderness Congress will return to Mexico. 

To be truly global, and truly inclusive, the 
WWC must continue to move to new regions 

of the world. So the spotlight that will shine on 
Mexico in 2009 will need to light a fi re that will 

continue to burn long after WILD9 ends.

This one-time opportunity is a chance to 
make a difference in our lifetime that will 
benefi t our children’s lifetime, and that of 
their children. Sponsorship Opportunities 

are in fi ve areas: Wilderness Patron; 
Wilderness Sponsor; Wilderness Partner; 

Wilderness Supporter; and Mes Verde (Green 
Month) Sponsor. The benefi ts for each level 

of support are provided in an attached, 
continually updated document.

Wilderness Patron

$250,000 USD and more 

Wilderness Sponsor

$75,000 - $250,000 USD

Wilderness Partner

$25,000 - $75,000 USD

Wilderness Supporter

$15,000 - $25,000 USD

In addition, November 2009 will be Mexico’s 
nationwide Mes Verde (Green Month). 

Corporations that wish to participate in the Mes 
Verde advertising and marketing campaign, 

and/or sponsor major cultural events, will be 
determined individually and will work with 
the WILD9 marketing team to create their 

personal, customized advertising profi le. For 
more information on Mes Verde plus a list of all 
opportunities and details, go to www.WILD9.org
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The Last 
Gift of the 

Maya

In the same manner that the great Mayan 
achievements still live with us centuries 
later, WILD9’s legacy has the opportunity 
to inspire, inform, and infl uence us for
many years ahead.

By bringing together some of the world’s 
leading scientists, political and business 
leaders, NGOs, artists and media, WILD9 will 
be a strong, clear image of what is possible 
throughout the world. 

Like previous Congresses, WILD9’s 
contributions to the planet begin long before 
the actual gathering, and will be felt for as 
long as wilderness and nature continue to be 
protected, respected, and productive.

We look forward to seeing you in Merida, as 
we Feel, Think, and Act to keep the planet 
healthy for generations to come.
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35AM Productions

Aeropuertos del Sureste (ASUR)

Aldo Leopold Wilderness 
Research Institute

Bering Sea Council of Elders 

Bryant Crane Foundation 

Caracol de Plata 

Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society  

CEMEX  

Centro Mario Molina

Coca Cola Foundation  

Conservation International  

Cuenca Los Ojos Foundation 

Current 

El Ingenio Design Studio

Emerald Planet 

Extreme Ice Survey EIS    

First Alaskans Institute

Fondo Mexicano para la Conservación 
de la Naturaleza 

Fulcrum, Inc

Gonzalo Río Arronte Foundation 

Government of the State of Yucatan  

Grupo Bimbo 

Grupo Pegaso 

Haber Vision 

Haciendas del Mundo Maya Foundation 

Institute of Biology – UNAM

Interagency Wilderness Policy Council

International League of Conservation 
Photographers
 
International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN)

International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) 

Katchemak Bay Wilderness Lodge

L’Associazione Italiana per la Wilderness

Mexican Football Federation 

Mexican Foundation for Environmental 
Education (FUNDEA)

Merida City Council 

Mountains Task Force – IUCN 

National Commission for Protected 
Areas (CONANP) 

National Commission for the Knowledge and 
Use of Biodiversity (CONABIO) 

National Institute of Ecology 

Naturalia 

PANParks Europe

Parks Canada 

Papalote Museo del Niño 

Presidency of the Republic of Mexico 

Pronatura Mexico

Pronatura Yucatan Peninsula

Rabuck Stranger 

Reforestamos Mexico 

San Diego Natural History Museum 

Sanctuary Asia 

Secretary of Environment and Natural 
Resources (SEMARNAT)

Secretary of Tourism

Sierra Club 

Televisa Verde – Televisa Foundation

The Kopald Group 

The Nature Conservancy - Mexico

The Wilderness Foundation - UK, South Africa 

The Wilderness Society - Australia, USA 

Time Warner 

Transcontinental de Mexico 

Universidad Iberoamericana 

U.S. Bureau of Land Management 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

U.S. Geological Survey 

U.S. National Parks Service 

USDA Forest Service 

Wildscreen Festival 

World Commission on Protected 
Areas– IUCN (WCPA)

World Wildlife Fund - Mexico Program

Wilderness Leadership School

We would like to express our sincere appreciation for Impresora Transcontinental de México for their vision and 
commitment to the conservation of wild nature, demonstrated, once again, by their printing of this brochure.

With Gratitude to Those 
Helping Make WILD9 Possible

www.WILD9.org

The WILD Foundation
717 Poplar Ave
Boulder Colorado, USA, 80304
Tel: 303.442.8811
www.wild.org
info@wild.com

Unidos para la Conservación A.C.
Av. Primero de Mayo 249
Col. San Pedro de los Pinos
03800 Mexico, D.F. Tel. +52 55 5615 9650
www.unidosparalaconservacion.org
info@unidosparalaconservacion.org 


